WMA and WVA Commitment to One Health

World Medical

Journal
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On 18 July 2025, the World Medical
Association (WMA) and the World
Veterinary Association (WVA)
formalised the new memorandum of
understanding (MOU) at the WVA
General Assembly in Washington,
DC [1]. Dr. John de Jong (WVA
President) and Dr. Jack Resneck, Jr.
(WMA Chair of Council) signed this
agreement to reinforce their respective
organisations’ shared commitment to
One Health (Photo 1). This current
MOU builds on the previous MOU,
which was signed by Dr. Faouzi
Kechrid (WVA President) and Dr.
Cecil Wilson (WMA President) at
the WMA General Assembly, held in
Bangkok, Thailand, in October 2012
[2].

This agreement is intended to create
increased collaboration to provide for a
stronger future for human, animal, and

environmental health. These three areas
are inextricably intertwined and co-
dependent for sustainable life on Earth.

Since 2012, the idea of One Health
has received significant recognition
in global health, which offers a
timely reason to elevate the friendly
cooperation between both organisations.
In October 2024, during the WMA
General Assembly in Helsinki, Finland,
Dr. de Jong met with the WMA
leadership to  foster  professional
networks and  propose  potential
collaborations that integrate scientific
expertise between WMA and WVA
members.  These  multidisciplinary
collaborations are essential, considering
the vast amount of zoonotic and
emerging diseases globally such as avian
influenza, arboviruses, and parasitic
diseases (e.g. Lyme disease). Specifically,
he suggested writing and signing a new
refreshed and more impactful MOU
that would address the pathogens that
affect both humans and animals. As
the WMA leadership enthusiastically
agreed, the drafting of the new MOU
was prepared between January and June
2025, and both organisations signed the
revised MOU in July 2025.

This agreement renews the pledge to
focus on global development objectives
aligned with the One Health concept,
as a unified approach to human and
veterinary medicine. Together, the
WMA and the WVA can work to
educate governments, regulatory bodies,
and the public about the many diseases
that affect various species, helping
to minimise or even eradicate them
in order to create a healthier world.
Proactive advocacy efforts coordinated
by both organisations hold the potential
to increase global attention on these
issues.

This document also further highlights

five  priority areas where  both
organisations can  share  valuable
clinical and community expertise
and enhance professional networks.

First, the agreement aims to support
joint educational efforts that expand
engagement between human medical
and veterinary medical schools. Second,
it helps expand efforts to enhance
cross-species disease surveillance and
control related to zoonotic disease
transmission, ~ which  aligns  with
ongoing collaborations with the World
Health Organization (WHO) and
the World Organisation for Animal
Health (WOAH). Third, the document
proposes  to  strengthen initiatives
to promote the responsible use and
prescribing practices of antimicrobials,
which will combat the global risk and

spread of antimicrobial resistance.
Fourth, it intends to boost the critical
partnerships  between human and

veterinary medical professionals in
academic, clinical care, public health,

and  biomedical research. Finally,
it helps explore  collaborative
initiatives that advance the
interconnectedness of human and
animal  health disciplines ~ with
common activities (such as fellowship
opportunities), including those

established in previous agreements.

Over the past decade, the WMA
and WVA have organised inaugural
One Health events for the global
community. First, using the “Drivers
towards One Health: Strengthening
Collaboration between Physicians and
Veterinarians” theme, leaders organised
the Global Conference on One Health
in Madrid, Spain, on 21-22 May
2012. Second, applying the “Moving
Forward from One Health Concept
to One Health Approach” theme,
leaders collaborated with the Japanese
Medical and Veterinary Associations
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Photo 1. The agreement, signed by WMA Chair of Council Jack Resneck, Jr. (left) and WVA President Dr. John de Jong
(right), reinforces the WMA's and WVA's shared commitment to One Health. Credits: WMA/WVA

to coordinate the Global Conference
on One Health in Kitakyushu City,
Japan, on 10-11 November 2016. These
events created a collective platform to
acknowledge the valuable expertise of
human and animal health professions,
underscore the need for cross-sector
partnerships, enhance awareness of
essential  leadership, communication,

and facilitation skills, and ultimately
foster greater unity and rapport within
professional networks. As emerging and
reemerging global health risks transcend
geographic borders and species, both
organisations deem the continuation
of joint One Health events as vital
to engaging and empowering health
leaders in scientific discussions that

lead to concrete community and policy
action.
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